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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2 Claims 1-6, 11-17, 20, 22, 23, 24, 26, and 27 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Anderson, US 6,538,698. 

In regard to claim 1, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method of displaying plural image frames on a display panel, wherein image data of said 
image frames are stored in a data storage with chronological information, said image 
displaying method comprising steps of: 

A. obtaining a chronological interval between said image frames according to said 
chronological information (see column 6, lines 56-60); 

B. grouping said plural image frames into plural image groups according to a 
length of said chronological interval (see column 6, lines 60-63), 

C. determining a principal image frame of each of said image groups and one or 
more intra-group image frames which are included in each of said image groups but 
different from said principal image frame (see column 7, lines 29-34); 
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D. displaying a plurality of said principal image frame on said display panel in a 
state arranged along a first line (see figure 10); 

E. specifying one of said plural principal image frames, to determine a specified 
principal image frame (see column 7, lines 38-48); 

F. displaying at least one intra-group image frame on said display panel in a state 
arranged along a second line different from said first line, said at least one intra-group 
image frame being included in an image group of said specified principal image frame 
(see figure 1 IB and column 7, lines 61-64: when the position indictor is shifted forward 
by pressing the right button image 5 or the first intra-group image frame in displayed in 
display area 704 on a different line than the principal image). 

In regard to claim 2, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 1, wherein said second line intersects with said first line at 
said specified principal image frame (see figure 1 IB). 

In regard to claim 3, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 2, further comprising steps of: 

G. reading said chronological information from said data storage (see 
column 5, lines 38-40; column 6, lines 37-33: image tags are read from the 
memory storing the image data in order to use the data to sort the images by the 
selected category); 

H. after said step C, reading said image data of said principal image 
frames from said data storage (see column 7,lines 25-27); 
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I. after said step D, reading said image data of said intra-group image 
frames from said data storage (see column 7, lines 52-55: when the expand button 
is selected after step C, all the intra-group images a readout and displayed). 
In regard to claim 4, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 3, wherein if said step E occurs during said step I, said image 
data of said intra-group image frames included in said image group having said specified 
principal image frame are read with priority from said data storage (see column 7, lines 
49-55: when expanded, all the images in the group are readout and displayed). 

In regard to claim 5, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 4, wherein in said step I, said image data of said intra-group 
image frames are read in a sequence determined by said chronological information (see 
figure 1 IB, intra-group image frames 5 and 6 are read out in sequence after principal 
image 4). 

In regard to claim 6, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 4, wherein in said step I, said image data of said intra-group 
image frames are read for one image frame per one image group and also in a sequence 
of said image groups (see figure 1 IB). 

In regard to claim 10, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 2, wherein said second line is substantially perpendicular to 
said first line (see figure 1 IB, element 704). 

In regard to claim 1 1, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 3, further comprising steps of: 
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L. determining said principal image frame for one of said image groups of 

which reading of said image data of said intra-group image frames is completed 

(see column 7, lines 40-52); 

M. displaying said principal image frame on said display panel in a 

renewed manner according to a result of said step L (see figure 1 IB). 

In regard to claim 12, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an displaying method as 
defined in claim 11, wherein said steps L and M are executed periodically at a regular 
period (see column 7,lines 59-64: when the left or right button is held down and the 
cursor is continuously moved along the images in the group, the images are redisplayed). 

In regard to claim 13, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 1 1, wherein it is inherent the principal image frame of the 
Anderson reference determined in said step L is a frame of a human image, when human 
images are captured for that category (see column 6,lines 1-15: Anderson discloses using 
human characteristics from captured images for sorting). 

In regard to claim 14, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 3, further comprising: combining a plurality of said intra- 
group image frames for one of said image groups of which reading of said image data of 
said intra-group image frames is completed, to produce a combined image frame; 
displaying said combined image frame on said display panel in a renewed manner for 
said principal image frame (see figure 1 IB, images 4-6). 

In regard to claim 15, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 1, wherein said data storage further stores an index file for 
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associating said image frames with said chronological information (see column 5, lines 
38-40); further comprising steps of: 

before said step A, reading said index file (see column 6, lines 27-33: it is 

inherent the category information in each file is readout in order to sort the 

images), 

if said chronological interval between two of said image frames is smaller 
than a predetermined value, determining that said two image frames are included 
in a common one of said image groups; if said chronological interval between 
said two image frames is equal to or greater than said predetermined value, 
determining that said two image frames are included in two distinct image groups 
of said image groups (see column 6, lines 27-33: it is inherent in the sorting by 
weeks performed in the Anderson reference, that if two image were taken in the 
same week they would be grouped together and if not the would be placed in 
separate groups according to the week they were taken). 
In regard to claim 16, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 1, wherein a combination of said image data and said 
chronological information constitutes a data file (see figure 5, element 835); further 
comprising steps of: 

before said step A, reading said chronological information from said, data 
file (see column 6, lines 27-33: it is inherent the category information in each file 
is readout in order to sort the images); 
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producing an index file for associating said image frames with said 
chronological information (see column 5, lines 38-40);; 

if said chronological interval between two of said image frames is smaller 
than a predetermined value, determining that said two image frames are included 
in a common one of said image groups; if said chronological interval between 
said two image frames is equal to or greater than said predetermined value, 
determining that said two image frames are included in two distinct image groups 
of said image groups (see column 6, lines 27-33: it is inherent in the sorting by 
weeks performed in the Anderson reference, that if two image were taken in the 
same week they would be grouped together and if not the would be placed in 
separate groups according to the week they were taken). 
In regard to claim 17, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 1, further comprising steps of: 

displaying an indicator (see figure 1 1 A, element 702) on said display 
panel for selectively pointing said image frames (see column 5, lines 1-5); 

moving said indicator on said first line, in order to specify said principal 
image frames on said display panel (see column 7, lines 39-48). 
In regard to claims 20 and 24, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses a system 
adapted to receiving an order, comprising: 

a pickup device (see figure 1, element 1 14) for producing image data of 
image frames by pickup thereof (see column 3, lines 1 3-15), to write 
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chronological information and said image data to a data storage, (see column 5, 
lines 38-40); and 

an order receiving device (see figure 1, element 1 10) for displaying plural image 
frames on a display panel, and for receiving an order according to selection of said image 
frames to be reproduced, wherein image data of said image frames are stored in a data 
storage with chronological information, said order receiving device comprising: 

a transferring unit (see figure 1, element 352) for reading said image data and said 
chronological information from said data storage (see column 3, lines 22-23); 

a chronology analyzer (see figure 1, element 344) for obtaining a chronological 
interval between said image frames according to said chronological information (see 
column 6, lines 56-60), for grouping said plural image frames into plural image groups 
according to a length of said chronological interval (see column 6, lines 60-63), and for 
determining a principal image frame of each of said image groups and one or more intra- 
group image frames which are included in each of said image groups but different from 
said principal image frame (see column 7, lines 29-34); 

a controller (see figure 1, element 390) for driving said display panel to display a 
plurality of said principal image frame in a state arranged along a first line (see figure 
10); 

a selector (see figure 10, element 410a & b) for specifying one of said plural 
principal image frames, to determine a specified principal image frame (see column 7, 
lines 38-48); 



Application/Control Number: 10/807,353 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2622 

wherein said controller drives said display panel to display at least one intra-group 
image frame in a state arranged along a second line different from said first line, said at 
least one intra-group image frame being included in an image group of said specified 
principal image frame (see figure 1 IB and column 7, lines 61-64: when the position 
indictor is shifted forward by pressing the right button image 5 or the first intra-group 
image frame in displayed in display area 704 on a different line than the principal image. 

In regard to claims 21 and 25, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an order 
receiving device and system as defined in claims 20 and 24, wherein said second line 
intersects with said first line at said specified principal image frame (see figure 1 IB). 

In regard to claims 22 and 26, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an order 
receiving device and system as defined in claims 21 and 25, wherein said transferring 
unit reads said image data of said principal image frames from said data storage, and 
upon displaying said principal image frames on said display panel (see figure 10: it is 
inherent the principal images (1 4, 9, and 10) were read from the data storage in order to 
display them), reads said image data of said intra-group image frames from said data 
storage see column 7, lines 52-55: when the expand button is selected after step C, all the 
intra-group images a readout and displayed). 
In regard to claims 23 and 27, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an order receiving device and 

system as defined in claims 22 and 26, wherein upon specifying one of said principal image 
frames while said image data of said intra-group image frames are read, said image data of said 
intra-group image frames included in said image group having said specified principal image 
frame are read with priority from said data storage (see column 7, lines 49-55: when expanded, 
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all the images in the group are readout and displayed). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3, The following is a quotation of 35 US.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 7, 8, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson, US 6,538,698, in view of Nagasaka et al., US 6,341,168. 

In regard to claim 7, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 3. The Anderson reference does not disclose further 
comprising a step of displaying frame amount information on said display panel in 
association with said principal image frames, said frame amount information representing 
an amount of said intra-group image frames included in respectively said image groups. 

Nagasaka et al., US 6,341,168, discloses displaying a representative images of a 
moving images consisting of variable number of frames, wherein the several icons are 
stacked on top of each other overlapping to represent the number of frames in the group 
or the shot duration (see figure 5 and column 6, lines 35-45). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Anderson, US 6,538,698, in view of 
Nagasaka et al., US 6,341,168, to have a step of displaying frame amount information on 
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said display panel in association with said principal image frames, said frame amount 
information representing an amount of said intra-group image frames included in 
respectively said image groups, in order for the user to easily and quickly determine size 
of the group of images. 

In regard to claim 8, Anderson, US 6,538,698, in view of Nagasaka et al., US 
6,341,168, discloses an image displaying method as defined in claim 7. The Nagasaka 
reference discloses wherein said frame amount information has a form of at least one sub- 
frame, and is disposed to overlap on said principal image frames in said display panel, 
and a number of said at least one sub-frame is substantially proportional to said amount 
of said intra-group image frames included in an associated one of said image groups (see 
figure 5). 

In regard to claim 19, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses image displaying method as 
defined in claim 17. The Anderson reference does not disclose further comprising a step 
of displaying said intra-group image frames included in said image group having said 
specified principal image frame in a shiftable manner on said second line. 

Nagasaka et al., US 6,341,168, discloses an image playing method comprising a 
step of displaying said intra-group image frames included in said image group having 
said specified principal image frame in a shiftable manner on said second line (see figure 
7: the intra-group image frames are displayed on in window (706) which scrolls, shifting 
the principal image). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Anderson, US 6,538,698, in view of 
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Nagasaka et al., US 6,341,168, to have a step of displaying said intra-group image frames 
included in said image group having said specified principal image frame in a shiftable 
manner on said second line, in order to easily view all the images in the group by 
scrolling if there are too many images to fit in one window while still viewing the row of 
primary images. 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Anderson, US 
6,538,698, in view of Misawa, US 2003/0154190. 

In regard to claim 9, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 3. The Anderson reference does not disclose further 
comprising a step of displaying information of a chronological zone of said image frames 
derived from said image groups on said display panel near to respectively said principal 
image frames. 

Misawa, US 2003/0154190, discloses an image displaying method comprising a 
step of displaying information of a chronological zone (see figure 6, element 96B) of said 
image frames derived from said image groups on said display panel near to respectively 
said principal image frames (see figure 6, elements 96 and para. 78-79). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Anderson, US 6,538,698, in view of Misawa, 
US 2003/0154190, to have a step of displaying information of a chronological zone of 
said image frames derived from said image groups on said display panel near to 
respectively said principal image frames, in order for the user to more easily infer the 
images in the group to some extent and use that as a guideline for image selection. 
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6. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Anderson, 
US 6,538,698, in view of Endo, US 6,965,403, 

In regard to claim 18, Anderson, US 6,538,698, discloses an image displaying 
method as defined in claim 17. The Anderson reference does not disclose further 
comprising a step of moving said indicator on said second line, in order to specify one of 
said intra-group image frames included in said image group having said specified 
principal image frame. 

Endo, US 6,965,403, discloses an image displaying method comprising a step of 
specifying one of said intra-group image frames included in said image group having said 
specified principal image frame by selecting one of the images on a second line (see 
column 8, lines 44-56). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Anderson, US 6,538,698, in view of Endo, 
US 6,965,403, to have a step of moving said indicator on said second line, in order to 
specify one of said intra-group image frames included in said image group having said 
specified principal image frame, in order to easily and quickly select the desired image. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US 6,784,463, discloses an image displaying method that displays groups of images. 

US 6970192, discloses an imaging apparatus that groups images by date. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 571-272-7369. The 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 
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